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Baldassarre (pol. Baltazar) Fontana

- born 26 VI 1661 in Chiasso, bailwick of
Mendrisio, nowadays canton Ticino,
Swizerland

- artist familly (e.g. architects Domenico
1543-1607 and Carlo 1638-1714)
- region of great artistic traditions
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Rome - circle of Bernini Republic of Venice Sorroundings of Lake

-S. Caterina Magnanapoli — circle of Longhena Lugano - Castel S. Pietro

M. Cafa, before 1667 - Padua, S. Giustina, G. Comin, (bilwick of Mendrisio),
1675 A. Sliva, 1685
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First knonwn work - Hohenaschau im Chiemgau, Bavaria, 1683 or 1688,

signed: Baldisaro Fontal...]
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Karl von Llchtensteln Castelcorno; e.g.:

- Stara Voda, church decoratoin (with Matteo Rezzi), ca. 1688
- Hukvaldy, furnishing of castle chapel, after 1689

- Vyskov, St. Odile chapel by the parlsh church, 1690-1692

Castle in Kromériz, The Great Hall, 1691, destroyed 1752; Sala Terrena, finished 1695 -
iconographic inventions by Martin Antonin Lublinsky
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Sebastian Piskorski (1636-1707) - lawyer, preacher, theater

director, conceptor, provisor, secretary of king John lll, creator

of pilgrimage complex in Grodzisko (1677-1691), Fontana's
patron in Poland

Wieliczka,
Morsztyn
chapel (with
Pakosz

Trebeller), 1693,

dome destroyed
in 1787

From 1692 to 1703 Piskorski was in charge
of building and decoratory works of St
Anne church in Cracow

- designs of Tilman and Siemiginowski

Sources on Fontana's work in St Anne's:
- the accounting book
- the monography by Andrzej Buchowski







Informations about Fontana's works in St Anne's:

- circumstances of his employment in Cracow

- usually Fontana stayed in Cracow from Lent to the beginning of Advent

- collaborators; e.g. brother Francesco (1666-1697)

- working materials: lime and gypsum from local warehouses, iron from Tarnowskie Géry
- limitation to works in stucco

- role of Carl Tanquart and Innocenzo Montiego
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Contribution of local artists

- woodcarving works, Kazimierz Kaliski the
older - crucifixes in Corpus Christi church and
in St Anne's

- reliquary of the head od St John Cantius, Jan
Ceypler 1695

- many stonecutters, specially Jan Liszkowic
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Innovative artistic solutions: - non-architectural altar




- altar surrounded by columns, altar relief, radiant aureole
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- integracation of sculpture and painting
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- statue, relieph and scagliola
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Other works: Main altar in Poor Clares' church in Old Sacz, 1699,
commissioned via Piskorski
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Transformation of Poor Clares' church in Cracow, 1701-1702
according to idea of Pirkoski and abbess Elzbieta Tyrawska
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Transformation of the Italian Confraternity |l |\
chapel in Minorite monastery, 1696-1700, | '
destroyed after 1796

- Fontana was suposed to deliver a design

for the altar (Michat Poman, and Wojciech

Brzeski)

- new ornaments were added to the earlier

vaulting from 1630

Co-funded by
the European Union




Statues on the facade of Carmelite Church on Piasek, 1700 - after iconography of the
main altar (1698-1699), heads and hands of the side figures are badly recostructed
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Works attributed to Fontana, generally dated to 1695-1703:
St Michael church of Discalced Carmelites, destroyed in 2™ half of 19" century

Co-funded by
the European Union




St Hyacinth chapel by the Dominican church
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St Bartholomew church in Ludwindw near Krakow, founded by M. L. Grabianski,
treasurer of bishop J. Matachowski
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Under the Pear House, for Jan
Zydowski, standard-bearer of
Cracow, owner from 1697 to
1718
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Studiolo at the St. Christophorus Palace, for Jan Wawrzyniec Wodzicki (died 1697) or
for his wife Anna. Stuccos in the lounge, despite of much lower quality, were also
wrongly attributed to Fontana
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Studiolo in Hipolit House, for Zygmunt Zaleski, cloth merchant, councilor and mayor
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Room in Palace under the Rams, owned by
Hieronim August Lubomirski, Crown
standard-bearer
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Examples of the Roman influence on Cracow art in 17™ century
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Ksigz Wielki, main altar, Jerzy Hankis, 1682 Monument to bishop A. Trzebicki, 1695-6
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Sculptures and stucco worsk by Kaliski familly

Stucco decoration of the Loretto chapel
g in Corpus Christi church, 1699

“ « Statue of Blessed Salomea in Grodzisko, 1690s
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Influence of Fontana's works (mostly in St Anne's) on art in Lesser Poland

Framing of the portrait of bishop J. Denhoff,

Altar of blessed Isaias Boner (yop
Minorite monastery, after 1705

it was his actual name) Augustine

Eremite monastery, 1766
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Influence of Fontana's works on art in Lesser Poland - statuary sculpture

Rakoéw, main altar, 1729,
Imbramowice, A. Fraczkiewicz, 1716

Tyniec, Benedictine Church, Holy
Cross altar, Piotr Kornecki (?), ca.
1760
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St Anne's church as the most distinguished work by Baldassarre Fontana
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Praise of Cracow, perhaps from
Fontana's letter, round 1693,
in: Buchowski 1703

Fontana's conservatory Foundation
from ca. 1700

movits ut viri illius, cujus florentior ztas,
& ad omne petficiendum opus przmedita.

tusanimus, laudaretur, (editd pulchernmo

mo Hera, hofy /)| {(.. E:w:?/’a/}n{: ﬁ{(’ma; 17 O -‘3:1(;5-;,'9 e ,G{C;-ﬂ/;}_;.t;' x’_?u‘/‘r‘/
{;uuoni;cini;iéi 5 .’.;r.-mf Cﬁ{‘::a‘:‘:n‘ﬁl :‘:J’;u‘r;r. -'i:;.:;\.‘f,, %l’fﬂﬂffﬂf{v %000 afud 5101:4‘{(’/4,
ofam 1{:?11r1‘c( els'mo-{fmbiflff( "lvew ;i{fﬂff(:f;a!rr&u. C"!:'aam'{. Vi f?&(f’i’c‘m v (i,
%t?:;'{lhpr?x:lci:}; v exclllenten, olin Jaltazaren. Fontapas Succatorons fro con.
Sanctiflimum Jevarine ﬁ«‘!&ﬂ/faf’&:& £ Luad. 2D E’C({Uf;}mﬂ, . in 533,,“;; M,
'qd" csﬁf};?‘.’?‘jm\;“ "{Ff" "{Mtfd’b LV DA cu//uo//c'cfthx.ﬂ
é&hf—{- radich 7 eiﬂlu‘.éﬂ.‘-'{l LoeakQ / i?ejiulx v!:::‘“;‘.‘-&/ ‘a, M;-g_,{am,?
o4, '," oy ‘.“m/‘f" %“&J "’fxw i ToatChany /3 Lo edeust” ?cz}ab
(i .’a::‘:\;hu'.:*t :',,-4,4%.;;_'. s LF J‘;q,f_; b I S < lucew Cavrds Aefezud
(’/%f(-{f,.» a':ﬂmn;l, %;.Jcﬁ‘k,‘}-&-m{h Jf{;ls’c-‘fr{&‘l. /;‘V’"!’fﬁ O':‘?,f';L/
& labore maderus ‘clrarony Falyid s OGeard Junt Uk~
lolevied avyy Sagenks tubeytexfd,
]

fuz artis, f"rra’!r{-}." in Saccllo r’/f;&,e’,-"rx__x’.:,'J'r.'.c Mora

ﬁrjmrm.r Demiis s di'_)L'l_ll“Cﬂ(O) m:lnl_]f:lﬂ']',

czlaug;labores, ad Ecclelie ornamentum

athgerenwur. Requuficus ille una alterdve
. EPI.

e et T e |

Opinion of Milos Stehlik,

L'L;?li‘.fl' _Gd{iwu, Ht&;‘"ﬂ'(&/ ,'r(\».
- .

/Gl an Ahtemd A - !
( Vubgo Atmitn) G gubup Ulnd Ugcnk” undn Doy DI~ o)
1975, 1981 %n.ﬁl:vf'ﬁ."ﬂa: fé’{’\’m‘) s ) { -+ 0N : -:.m".' 6733 24|~

ydm. vép ff.‘ ?'E[fyuf&-’ a(ht-f '.Guahu?!‘fwulfﬂ?ak{, (l_.f- /ﬂ/fL{(G..; (e
mﬂ”’ihf&‘v II.'&\EA'C::',I‘ E‘- fu(ﬂ;@ ._.’f a:l:(&_‘ Faéﬁlf , Ty ‘4 ! :

Co-funded by
the European Union



The importance of Cracow's experiences for Fontana's later works in Movia
- integracation of sculpture and painting

Hradisko near Olomouc, Premonstratensian monastery, library

B. Fontana, |. Monti, 1702-1704
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Repetition of reliefs from Cracow

Uher&ice castle, ca. 1705 Sternberk, Augustinian Monastery
1727-1728
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Holy Mound (Svaty Kopecek) near
Olomouc, pilgrimage church of
Premonstratensians from Hradisko, 1722-
1731. Fontana as work manager
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Cistercian church in Velehrad, decoration made after fire from 1719
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